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Introduction 

Slide notes: This will be an overview that includes several illustrations on how to use an RSS reader to manage web content, such as "What's New" 
from a Court related web site.   

An RSS reader can also be used to manage web content from any web site that provides an RSS feed. 

Text Captions: Welcome to an overview that includes several illustrations on how to use an RSS reader to manage web content, such as "What's 
New" from a Court related web site. 

i 

Please turn your speakers on 
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Navigation Instructions 

Slide notes: Please review these navigation instructions.  Click the Start button when you are ready to begin. 

Text Captions: Playback Controls:  Playback controls, located at the bottom of the screen, may be used to move forward or back, or to rewind to the 
beginning of the lesson. The playback controls also include a pause/play button toggle. If you pause the lesson, click the button again to resume. 

 

Audio:  Click the speaker icon to toggle audio on or off. 

 

Closed Captioning:  Click the CC button in the playback controls to toggle the closed captioning feature on or off. 

 

Table of Contents:  Click the TOC button in the playback controls or move the mouse over the icon that looks like this:      located in the upper left 
corner, to view the drop-down list of lesson topics. Click on the desired topic to jump to that part of the lesson. 

 

Additional Information:  Roll the mouse over the "i" located in the title bar to view module version and Wisconsin Western Bankruptcy contact 
information. 

 

Exit the Lesson:  To exit the lesson, click the X in the upper right corner of the lesson window, or click the X in the playback controls. 

 

Begin the Lesson:  Click the START button when you are ready to begin. 

Overview of RSS 
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Objectives 

Slide notes: Overview and Objectives 

What is RSS, and how will it work with court and non-court web site information?  

Both court and non-court web sites that provide the ability to "subscribe" to RSS feeds for content that changes often.   

After completing this lesson you will be able to:  Describe what RSS is and Recognize RSS feeds. 

Utilize RSS in various RSS readers, such as:  Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, RssReader, FeedDemon and on a Mobile Device. 

You will also be able to efficiently manage Court and non-Court web news and or other content using RSS.  Click the Continue button. 

 

Text Captions: Overview and Objectives 

 

What is RSS, and how will it work with court and non-court web site information?  Both court and non-court web sites provide the ability to "subscribe" 
to RSS feeds for content that changes often.  After completing this lesson you will be able to: 

  

Describe what RSS is 

  

Recognize RSS feeds 

 

Utilize RSS in various RSS readers, such as: 

 

Ø Internet Explorer 

Ø Mozilla Firefox 

Ø RssReader  

Ø FeedDemon 

Ø On a Mobile Device 

 

Efficiently manage Court and non-Court web news and/or other content using RSS 

 

 

Click the Continue button. 
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RSS Definition 

Slide notes: RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication and is a process whereby an organization identifies a web page where content changes often.  

The user enters the page's URL into an RSS reader.  This is called subscribing to the feed.  The user's reader will update the feed regularly and make 
the new content available.  

The content is provided in a standard XML format.  The sample icon on this page indicates the existence of a web page that has a feed available to 
add to your RSS reader. 

 

In order to view an RSS feed, a user must have an RSS reader. The Courts do not supply readers, just as we do not supply web browsers. 

Internet Explorer 7 and Firefox 3 both include limited-feature RSS readers as part of the standard browser. 

Users who want to view RSS feeds will most likely choose to install a reader with more features. The following screens illustrate several examples. 

Text Captions: RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication and is a process whereby an organization identifies a web page where content changes 
often. The user enters the page's URL into  an RSS reader.  This is called  subscribing to the feed.  The user's reader will update the feed regularly 
and make the new content available. The content is provided in a standard XML format.  The sample icon on this page indicates the existence of a 
web page that has a feed available to add to your RSS reader. 

In order to view an RSS feed, a user must have an RSS reader. The Courts do not supply readers, just as we do not supply web browsers. 

Internet Explorer 7 and Firefox 3 both include limited-feature RSS readers as part of the standard browser. Users who want to view RSS feeds will 
most likely choose to install a reader with more features. The following screens illustrate several examples. 
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RSS News Example 

Slide notes: Before showing an example of a Court RSS feed, lets look at how a user might setup an RSS feed to view news headlines - this example 
illustrates some of the features of RSS.  

There are many RSS feed readers available for Internet Explorer 7 or Firefox 3; however, this slide will be an example using FeedDemon as the RSS 
reader. 

The sidebar on the left lists the feeds to which the user subscribes. By selecting NPR Topics - News, the user can scroll through a list of recent news 
stories. Unread items are indicated in bold.  

By clicking on an item name, details appear in the bottom window or panel which allows for more information about the article.   

Clicking the item in the bottom area will direct your default web browser to the URL and open the article of the item, and the full story appears in the 
window. 

Depending on your configuration, when the content provider releases a new item, a pop up may appear in the corner of the screen, disappearing after 
a few seconds.   

Handy features of this RSS reader include many configuration settings, located in the tool bar area...well worth exploring. 

Again, this is just one example of an RSS reader setup and interface. This reader will also allow users to filter item content.  

For example, a user could subscribe to a feed about court information, and could filter items so the feed posts an alert only if the string ‘ECF’, was 
encountered in the short title of a feed.  

 

 

 



RSS Tuesday, February 10, 2009

 

Page 6 of 27 

RSS Court Example 

Slide notes: The previous screen illustrated a news feed that was already subscribed to.  Now, lets look at how easy it is to subscribe to a new RSS 
feed and add it to your reader.  This is a Court web site and notice the RSS indicator. 
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Slide 7 

Slide notes: When the orange RSS icon is clicked this web site offers several RSS feeds available for subscription.  We will click the first item. 

Text Captions: Click the first item. 

Click the orange RSS icon. 
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Slide 8 

Slide notes: We now see two items of interest.  First, notice after having clicked the orange RSS icon, the URL has changed to the .xml format URL, 
which is common for RSS feeds.  

And second, firefox is offering to help me subscribe to the feed.  Since FeedDemon is already installed on this computer I will choose to subscribe this 
Court RSS feed to FeedDemon. 

Text Captions: Click FeedDemon. 
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Slide 9 

Slide notes: Here we click the Subscribe Now button. 

Text Captions: Click the Subscribe Now button. 
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Slide 10 

Slide notes: The subscription process opens FeedDemon and it offers us several choices.  The title can be modified.  A new folder can be made or a 
current folder can be selected.  We will put this feed in the CourtBK folder.  Then click the Next button. 

Text Captions: Click the Next > button. 
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Slide 11 

Slide notes: Again, the sidebar on the left lists the feeds and notice the new one we just subscribed to is listed and is in bold because we have yet to 
view any of the content.  We can scroll through a list of "whats new" headlines in this window.   

Unread items are indicated in bold. By clicking on an item name, details appear in the bottom window which allows for more information about the 
article.   

So, if you are finding yourself visiting several difference Court web sites to stay current on Court information, perhaps you will find the utilization of 
RSS an efficient method to stay current. 

By the way, the technique of subscribing to an RSS feed will differ somewhat, but overall it is a similar process in other RSS readers.   
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RSS Analogy 

Slide notes: Using an RSS reader is an easy and efficient way to gather a wide variety of content in one place on your computer or mobile device.  

Rather than having to revisit a web site to find out if there is new content, the RSS reader shows it all to you in one screen. Many RSS readers also 
'alert' you when new content from your favorite web site is delivered.  

RSS also has the potential for replacing some email lists.   

Think of RSS like this -- way back in the day, each of us would visit the post office to gather our snail mail, but now the majority of us have our mail 
delivered to the mailbox at our homes.   

RSS is similar in that you no longer have to visit each web site for new content or information, it is sent to your RSS reader after you have subscribed 
to an RSS feed. 

Not all web sites provide RSS feeds; however, the following icons on a web site typically indicate the existence of an available feed to add to your 
RSS reader. 

Text Captions: Using an RSS reader is an easy and efficient way to gather a wide variety of content in one place on your computer. Rather than 
having to revisit a web site to find out if there is new content, the RSS reader shows it all to you in one screen. Many RSS readers also 'alert' you 
when new content from your favorite web site is delivered. RSS also has the potential for replacing some email lists.   

 

Think of RSS like this -- way back in the day, each of us would visit the post office to gather our snail mail, but now the majority of us have our mail 
delivered to the mailbox at our homes.  RSS is similar in that you no longer have to visit each web site for new content or information, it is sent to your 
RSS reader after you have subscribed to an RSS feed. 

 

Not all web sites provide RSS feeds; however, the following icons on a web site typically indicate the existence of an available feed to add to your 
RSS reader. 

RSS Feeds  
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Lesson Menu 

Slide notes: There are many RSS news readers available for Windows and Macs.  This lesson menu has links to describe several common windows 
RSS news readers.   

Please feel free to visit each item above to learn about and see some of the differences between them.  Then you will be able to make an informed 
decision on which RSS reader will work best for you.   

Please click an item name to go to the module you wish to start. 

Text Captions: * Times are approximate 

RSS via Internet Explorer 7 

Lesson Menu 

RSS via Mozilla Firefox 3 

RSS via RssReader 

RSS via FeedDemon 

  2 min * 

  2 min * 

  2 min * 

  2 min * 

Click the item name to go to the  

module you wish to start. 

  2 min * 

RSS via a Mobile Device 
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Lesson Menu Returned 

Slide notes: Thank you for returning to the Lesson Menu.  Please select the next RSS reader link to visit it and learn about the features offered.  Or 
click the Exit button to go to the summary for this overview of RSS. 

Text Captions: * Times are approximate 

RSS via Internet Explorer 7 

Lesson Menu 

RSS via Mozilla Firefox 3 

RSS via RssReader 

RSS via FeedDemon 

  2 min * 

  2 min * 

  2 min * 

  2 min * 

Click the item name to go to the  

module you wish to start. 

  2 min * 

RSS via a Mobile Device 
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RSS via IE 

Slide notes: Working with RSS via Internet Explorer 7 

Feeds, also known as RSS feeds, XML feeds, syndicated content, or web feeds, contain frequently updated content published by a web site.  

They are usually used for news and blog web sites, but are also used for distributing other types of digital content, including pictures, audio files, or 
video.  

Internet Explorer can discover and display feeds as you visit web sites. You can also subscribe to feeds to automatically check for and download 
updates that you can view later. 

Text Captions: Working with RSS via Internet Explorer 7 

Feeds, also known as RSS feeds, XML feeds, syndicated content, or web feeds, contain frequently updated content published by a web site. They 
are usually used for news and blog web sites, but are also used for distributing other types of digital content, including pictures, audio files, or video. 
Internet Explorer can discover and display feeds as you visit web sites. You can also subscribe to feeds to automatically check for and download 
updates that you can view later. 
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RSS via IE Screen2 

Slide notes: Clicking the link on this page will open a new window or tab and direct you to the Microsoft Internet Explorer website and they will provide 
a tour or information on using RSS in their reader. 

When you finish at the Microsoft web site, please return to this module to continue. 

Text Captions: http://www.microsoft.com/windows/IE/ie7/tour/rss/ 

 

Clicking the link on this page will open a new window or tab and direct you to the Microsoft Internet Explorer web site and they will provide a tour or 
information on using RSS in their reader. 

Click here 

to return to the Lesson Menu. 

Click here 

if you wish to Exit the Lessons. 
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RSS via FF 

Slide notes: Working with RSS via Mozilla Firefox 

If you check specific web sites for new content on a regular basis, you can use Live Bookmarks in Firefox to deliver the most recent updates to you, 
without having to visit the web site. 

 

Note: Live Bookmarks will only work with web sites that offer web feeds. 

 

When a web feed is available from a web site, you can use Firefox to subscribe to it, as a Live Bookmark. Firefox checks your Live Bookmarks every 
hour for updates,  

which enables you to stay current with the latest information from your favorite sites.  

Text Captions: Working with RSS via Mozilla Firefox 

 

 

 

If you check specific web sites for new content on a regular basis, you can use Live Bookmarks in Firefox to deliver the most recent updates to you, 
without having to visit the web site. 

 

Note: Live Bookmarks will only work with web sites that offer web feeds. 

 

When a web feed is available from a web site, you can use Firefox to subscribe to it, as a Live Bookmark. Firefox checks your Live Bookmarks every 
hour for updates, which enables you to stay current with the latest information from your favorite sites.   
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RSS via FF Screen2 

Slide notes: Clicking the link on this page will open a new window or tab and direct you to the Mozilla Firefox web site and they will provide a tour or 
information on using RSS in their reader. 

 

When you finish at the Mozilla web site, please return to this module to continue. 

Text Captions: http://support.mozilla.com/en-US/kb/Live+Bookmarks 

Clicking the link on this page will open a new window or tab and direct you to the Mozilla Firefox web site and they will provide a tour or information on 
using RSS in their reader. 

 

Click here 

to return to the Lesson Menu. 

Click here 

if you wish to Exit the Lessons. 
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RSS via RssReader 

Slide notes: Working with RSS via RssReader 

RssReader is a program to read RSS and Atom news feeds. 

RssReader collects news feeds in the background at user defined intervals.  A popup message displays in the system tray when a new message 
arrives.  

You can click on the news headline to see a short description of the news item or open the original news article in an RssReader browser or default 
browser window.  

Text Captions: Working with RSS via RssReader 

RssReader is a program to read RSS and Atom news feeds. 

 

RssReader collects news feeds in the background at user defined intervals.  A popup message displays in the system tray when a new message 
arrives. You can click on the news headline to see a short description of the news item or open the original news article in an RssReader browser or 
default browser window.  

 

 

 



RSS Tuesday, February 10, 2009

 

Page 20 of 27 

RSS via RssReader Screen2 

Slide notes: Clicking the link on this page will open a new window or tab and direct you to the RssReader website and they will provide a tour or 
information on using RSS in their reader. 

When you finish at the RssReader web site, please return to this module to continue. 

Text Captions: http://rssreader.com/ 

Clicking the link on this page will open a new window or tab and direct you to the RssReader web site and they will provide a tour or information on 
using RSS in their reader. 

Click here 

to return to the Lesson Menu. 

Click here 

if you wish to Exit the Lessons. 
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RSS via FeedDemon 

Slide notes: Working with RSS via FeedDemon. 

Get your news and information instantly and customize the way you read and organize feeds. 

The easy-to-use interface makes it a snap to stay informed with the latest news and information. You can completely customize the way feeds are 
organized and displayed.  

Set up custom news watches based on keywords or use the powerful search to find articles.  

Text Captions: Working with RSS via FeedDemon 

Get your news and information instantly. 

Customize the way you read and organize feeds. 

 

The easy-to-use interface makes it a snap to stay informed with the latest news and information. You can completely customize the way feeds are 
organized and displayed. Set up custom news watches based on keywords or use the powerful search to find articles.  
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RSS via FeedDemon Screen2 

Slide notes: Clicking the link on this page will open a new window or tab and direct you to the newsgator website and they will provide a tour or 
information on using RSS in their FeedDemon reader. 

When you finish at the newsgator web site, please return to this module to continue. 

Text Captions: http://www.newsgator.com/individuals/feeddemon/default.aspx 

Clicking the link on this page will open a new window or tab and direct you to the newsgator web site and they will provide a tour or information on 
using RSS in their FeedDemon reader. 

Click here 

to return to the Lesson Menu. 

Click here 

if you wish to Exit the Lessons. 
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RSS via Mobile 

Slide notes: Please visit the web site for your mobile device to learn more about RSS options available to you.  Many mobile devices have 
applications available to utilize RSS so that you can stay up-to-date on the news and information you care about while on the go. 

This is an example of viewing RSS feeds on a mobile device.  Mobile RSS is very similar to the desktop. 

Text Captions: Please visit the web site for your mobile device to learn more about RSS options available to you.  Many mobile devices have 
applications available to utilize RSS so that you can stay up-to-date on the news and information you care about while on the go. 

Click here 

to return to the Lesson Menu. 

Click here 

if you wish to Exit the Lessons. 

This is an example of viewing RSS feeds on a mobile device.  Mobile RSS is very similar to the desktop. 
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RSS in the USCourts 

Slide notes: Several Courts have already developed RSS feeds and there may be more each day.  Listed below are links to a few sites offering RSS 
feeds that you can add to your reader.   

Keep in mind, whenever you see the RSS feed icon in the URL or on a web site, it is an indication to you that there is content on the page that can be 
added to your RSS reader. 

Click the Continue button. 

Text Captions: https://ecf.wiwb.uscourts.gov/rss/whats_new.xml 

Several Courts have already developed RSS feeds and there may be more each day.  Listed below are links to a few sites offering RSS feeds that 
you can add to your reader.   

https://ecf.wiwb.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/readyDockets.pl 

http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/pacerrss.xml 

http://www.uscourts.gov/rss/RSS.cfm 

Whenever you see the RSS feed icon in the URL or address field of a web site, it is an indication to you that there is content on the page that can be 
added to your favorite RSS reader. 

 

Add a screen/blip here of the url w/RSS icon(s) 

http://www.ca7.uscourts.gov/fdocs/docs.fwx?submit=rss_ops 

http://www.ca7.uscourts.gov/fdocs/docs.fwx?submit=rss_args 

Click the Continue button. 
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Summary 

Slide notes: You should now be able to:  Describe what RSS is and Recognize RSS feeds. 

Utilize RSS in various RSS readers, such as:  Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, RssReader, FeedDemon and on a Mobile Device. 

Efficiently manage various Court web content using RSS.   Click the Continue button. 

Text Captions: Summary 

Click the Continue button. 

You should now be able to: 

  

Describe what RSS is 

  

Recognize RSS feeds 

 

Utilize RSS in various RSS readers, such as: 

 

Ø Internet Explorer 

Ø Mozilla Firefox 

Ø RssReader  

Ø FeedDemon 

Ø On a Mobile Device 

 

Efficiently manage various Court web content using RSS  
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Email ECF helpdesk question 

Slide notes: If you have further questions and would like to email the help desk, please mark the Yes radio button and click submit.   

Your default email client should open and begin a new email automagically addressed to the help desk, with a pre-filled subject line.  Please let us 
know your questions. 

Text Captions: Email the Helpdesk 

Do you have further questions you would like to ask the  Helpdesk via email? 

A) Yes 

B) No, I am done. 

Question 1 of 1 

Submit 
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ECF helpdesk contact information 

Slide notes: Again, if you need additional assistance, please contact us.  Thank you. 

Text Captions: Western Wisconsin 

Technical Help Desk 

 

(800) 373-8708 Toll Free 

(608) 264-5630 Madison     (715) 839-2993 Eau Claire 

helpdesk@wiwb.uscourts.gov 

You can close this module by clicking the X in the upper right corner of the window or by pressing the Enter key. 

 
 

 


